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HISTORY of Captain WINTERFIELD. 
(Concluded from Page 290.) 


HEY accordingly fet out for the banks of the Miffiffippi, 

which they reached in about eight days ; where they en- 
gaged with the mafter of a {mall Spanitfh veffel, going round to 
Penfacola, and took leave of their Indian friend. 

On their arrival at this place, which had but a fhort time be- 
fore furrendered to the arms of Spain, they took up their refi- 
dence in the houfe of one of the principal merchants, whofe 
name was well known to the lady, and who had only {worn alle- 
giance to the conquerors for the prefervation of his landed 
property, which was very confiderable in Weft Florida, intend- 
ing to quit for ever that part of the world, as foon as he could 
conveniently difpofe of it to advantage, being firmly attached 
tothe Britifh government, and determined to end his days in 
England. By this gentleman they were moft kindly entertained 
upwards of four months, when he procured them a paffage in 
a French fhip bound for Marfeilles; but the veffel was taken 
on its voyage by an Englifh privateer, and carried into Antigua. 
Nor did the circumftance of falling into the hands of his own 
countrymen operate much in favour of Captain Winterfield, or 
his fair companion, who were plundered of grzat part of their 
property, not lefs effe€tually, though perhaps fomewhat lefs 
avowedly, than if the capture had been made by their moft inve- 
terate enemies. Indeed, Captain Winterfield’s property was 
very inconfiderable, but his amiable fellow-fufferer had a vaft 
quantity of plate, jewels, and rich apparel, which the generous 
favage had faithfully preferved from the wreck of her hufband’s 
fortune—accepting only a very fma!! portion of the plate and 
Jewels, through the whole were repeatedly cHered him—with 
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India bonds, and other valuable inftruments, to the amount of 
at leaft fifteen thoufand pounds: thefe were all contained in a 
fmall trunk, which was broke open the very firft night, and 
plundered of jewels and plate to avery confiderable amount; 
nor could the ftri€t inquiry which the captain of the privateer, 
who had formerly been a moft notorious {muggler, affe&ed tu 
make, difcover the delinquent, or procure any return of the 
fpoil. 

Not chufing to rifk the lofs of the remainder of this valuable 
property, Captain Winterfield and the lady went on fhore at 
Antigua; reje&ting with indignation the offered paffage to Eng. 
Jand in the privateer, which failed as foon as the captain had 
difpofed of the French fhip and cargo. 

Ten weeks after, the Crocodile {loop of war touched at An. 
tigua in its way to Ireland; the commander of which being 
Captain Winterfield’s particular friend, agreed to convey him 
and the lady to Cork. 

They accordingly embarked immediately, but they had only 
proceeded a few leagues from the coaft, when the Crocodile was 
attacked, foon after dark, by a privateer under French colours, 
which had miftaken her for an Englifh trading veffel. After 
the firft broadfide, the captain of the privateer, difcovering his 
error, immediately ftruck his flag, and pretended the whole was 
a miltake. But the commander of the floop was not to be thus 
eafily duped; he thoroughly comprehended the whole of the 
proceeding, and inftantly ordered the captain of the privateer 
on board; fending out, at the fame time, his own lieutenant, and 
two other officers, thoroughly to examine the veffel; when it 
was foon difcovered, that the commander was one of thofe 
traiterous and piratical villains who have fo greatly infefted us 
during the paft war, fighting under different commiflions, and 
plundering all that came in their way. He had no lefs than fix 
ranfomers on board, together with a moft beautiful young lady, 
who had only efcaped ruin by the melancholy deprivation of 
her fenfes which his brutality had occafioned, and which yet 
would not have fecured her from this diabolical villain, had not 
his licutenant, who, indeed, wifhed to referve her for himfelf, 
as he intended to feize the command the very firft opportunity, 
uuder the affeftation of humanity, protefted he never would 
conifent to witnels the perpetration of fu grofs an enormity. 

he bafe mifcreant was immediatcly put in irons, and the 
itended viétin of his purpofed villainy brought on board the 
floop, where {he was foon convinced of her perfeét fafety. The 


wretched invader 6f all the richis of humanity turned ont to 

be the identical perfon who had connived at the embezzlement 

of the fair widow’s property in the Welt Indies: the young 
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daughter of Captain Winterfield, his dear, his adorable Pe- 
nelope. 

The young lady recovered but flowly from the confequences 
of the ill-treatment fhe had experienced ; and when they arrived 
at Cork, which was not till three weeks after this affair, fhe was 
full two months before fhe got the better of her indifpofition. 
In the mean time, as the Crocodile was only to victual at this 
place, previous to a cruize in the Bay of Bifcay, Captain Win- 
terfield and his two fair companions took their paflage in a 
trading fhip bound to Chefter. 

The fecond day after they failed, a violent ftorm arofe, which 
carried them out of their courfe, toward the coaft of Scotland; 
where they continued to be driven about, at the mercy of the 
winds, for three days fucceflively; till, at length, the veffel 
having {prung a leak, which the beft efforts of the crew were 
unable to keep under, and having at the fame time loft both her 
malts, after repeatedly firing guns of diftrefs without any prof- 
peét of relief, Captain Winterfield, with his lovely charge, and 
eight other paffengers, determined not to tempt their fate by 
continuing longer on board; and having in vain endeavoured 
tu prevail on the mafter to quit his fhip, who declared he would 
much rather go down with her than face the owners after her 
lofs, they got into the long-boat about midnight, and made for 
the fhore—with what fuccefs has already appeared. 

Captain Winterfield having concluded the narrative which 
comprehended thefe events, he prefented his daughter—with the 
unfortunate lady ; who had, in her hafte and confufion in quit- 
ting the veffel, left the trunk which contained her whole for- 
tune on deck, though fhe had carefully brought it up fome time 
before, that the might not in the laft ¢xtremity leave it behind 
—to Colonel Bellinger ; begging to place them under his pro- 
teftion, till he might himfelt be enabled to provide for them to 
his wifh. In the mean time, he expreffed his intention of fet- 
ting out for England as foon as poffible, that he might report to 
the commander in chief the circumflances which had occa- 
fioned his abfence from the fervice, and exprefs his readinefs 
again to return to his duty, 

Colonel Bellinger very readily engaged to provide for his 
amiable guefls, and begged that Captain Winterfield would make 
no apology for fharing with him in the enjoyment of his for- 
tune; and, though he could not but approve of his refolution 
to wait on the commander in chief as foon as convenient, he 
ftrongly oppofed the offer of any future fervice ; on the con- 
trary, he intreated him to refign his commiffion; and repre. 
fented the happinefs he had began to promife himfelf in the 
fociety of a perfon fo dear to him, which would be wholly cut 
off fhould he refufe to make Bellinger Houfe the feat of his 
future refidence, with his lovely daughter and the fair compa. 
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nion of his voyage. Nor would the generous colonel liften tg 
any expreffions of gratitude from the latter, whofe tears he was 
however unable to check, for prote&tion fo kindly offered. She 
acknowledged herfelf deftitute of a fingle known friend in 
England; having wholly relied for the hope of a comfortable 
fubfiftence on the fortune which fhe had, by the intervention of 
providence, been prevented from carrying with her. 

The diftrefs of the unhappy lady, on this occafion, made a 
very fenfible impreflion on Captain Winterfield ; and, the mo. 
ment he left Bellinger Houfe, in his progrefs to London, he 
difcovered that fympathy for the misfortunes of the amiable 
young widow had created an affection for her perfon; nor had 
the tendernefs and folicitude of the captain, to his fair partner 
in affliétion, failed to produce a fimilar effe& in his favour. In 
fhort, they had for fome time been deeply enamoured with each 
other: but the pure heart of the diftreffed fair-one fhrunk trom 
the idea of a fecond affeétion, her firft love fo cruelly terminated; 
and the brave captain, who had long perfifted in the determina. 
tion of continuing a widower, would probably never have fuf. 
pe&ted his own breaft of harbouring the gentle paflion, had not 
the friendlefs fituation of the fair mourner, and the reverfe of 
fortune which he had been a melancholy witnefs of her expe- 
ricncing, excited in his bofom an intereft in her future welfare, 
and a determined refolution to fhare with her thofe ills of life 
which fhe feemed deftined perpetually to fuftain. 

On his return, therefore, from London, where his apology 
proved more than fufficient, the commander in chief having 
prefented him to his majefly, by whom he was moft gracioufly 
received, he fcrupled not to open his heart to Colonel Bellinger, 
and to folicit his advice on the propriety of fuch an engage- 
ment, under his limited circumflances ; though he acknowledged 
that his love had increafed, if not originated, fince the lady was 
found to be deflitute of that fortune which, though it might 
poflibly have encreafed their comfort, could hardly have added 
to the felicity he believed he fhould yet experience with her, 
were he capable of infpiring her with an equal affeétion. 

The colonel gave his warmeft approbation to Captain Win- 
terfield’s attachment; and affured him, that he need not be 
under the {malleft apprehenfion about circumflances: as, to fay 
nothing of his own readinefs, as well as ability, to make up any 
defe& of that nature, the lady poffeffed a very ample fortune of 
her own; the trunk tn which it was contained being the only 
article faved from the wreck, a circumftance which did not ap- 
pear till after his departure for the metropolis. 

** And now, my dear friend,” faid the colonel, ** Iet me be 
equally candid and ingenuous: when I undertook to be the 
guardian of your matchlefs daughter, I confidered her, from 
your reprefentations, as merely an infant; and Heaven is my 
witnels, 
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witnefs, that it was my unalterable intention fhe fhould no other 
way have been diftinguifhed from my own children, than by the 
poffeflion of a name at leaft equally dear. I was furprifed, 
therefore, to find, in your little Penelope, as you fondly called 
her—parent as I myfelf was—a blooming virgin of feventeen. 
Will you, captain, forgive my prefumption! I have dared to 
hope, notwithftanding the difference of a few years—little more 
than your own with the dear obje&t of your prefent regards— 
fhould the angelic daughter favour my vows, I fhall not, in her 
father, meet an obftacle to my withes ?” 

It may feem unneceffary to add, that the captain was not 
backward in giving his confent to fo defirable an union. The 
colonel, in a fhort time, fecured the affe€tion of Penelope, whofe 
father was equally fuccefsful in obtatning that of the amiable wi- 
dow: both parties were united on the fame day, and they now 
compole one family at Bellinger Houfe, where they experience 
amuch greater portion of felicity than ufually falls to the lot 
of mortals in this flate of imperfe& blifs. 





CHARACTER of the late Mr. WARTON. 


\ R. WARTON was, in his younger days, or rather middle 
age, for a confiderable [pace of time, curate of Wood- 
flock, where his eafy wit and good humour rendered him uni- 
verfally acceptable ; and though his pulpit oratory does not ap- 
pear ever to have entitled him to particular notice, many are 
fill alive who fpeak of him with more regard and affeétion than 
of any perfon who ever officiated there. The rector, Mr. Hol- 
loway, though certainly not a man of genius, was a man after 
his own heart, as far as convivial and focial habits were con. 
cerned; and Saturday, Sunday, and part of Monday were ge- 
nerally [pent at Woodltock, in the moft agreeable manner. 

No man knew better how to unbend than Warton. Indeed 
to thofe who were unacquainted with his ftudious purfuits and 
high attainments, he would have appeared totally deftitute of 
intellectual energy. He feemed to deiight in the fociety of 
women and children with whom he could talk nonfenfe, or to 
afociate with men in general who were harmlefs bon-vivants, 
wags, or punflers. His prefence never laid a reftraint on inno- 
cent hilarity, which he was always ready to promote; nor did his 
converfation daunt the advances of confcious inferiority. Like 
other men of prompt wit and vigorous mind, he would fome- 
times fay a fevere, but never faid a maliciousthing. Prefuming 
ismorance and unblufhing vice might have reafon to fear his 
fetort, but virtue and modefty found him gentle and playful as 
alamb. 
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INTERESTING TRIALS. 





Trials of the Accomplices of Colonel Defpard for High 


Treafon, 


(Continued from Page 286.) 


N the 9th of February, 1803, John Wood, John Francis, 
Thomas Newman, Daniel Tyndall, James Sedgwick Rat. 
ten, William Lander, Arthur Graham, Samuel Smith, John 
M‘Namara, Thomas Philips, and John Doyle, were brought to 
the bar, and a jury having been {worn, the folicitor-general ably 
ftated the law on the fubje& of treafon, which having amply de. 
tailed in our account of the trial of the trial of Colonel Defpard, 
it is unneceffary here to repeat. When he had finithed his 
{peech, he proceeded to call the evidence for the crown, which 
was nearly verbatim the fame as that which was given on the 
trial of Colonel Defpard, and which did not fufficiently affed 
the prifoner Doyle, he being only found at the Oakley Arms, 
without any proof of previous knowledge of the intention of 
the reft of the party, and therefore the attorney -general kindly 
obferved, that although the appearance of Doyle at fuch a place, 
on fuch an occafion, and under fuch circumftances, might war. 
rant the putting of his cafe to the jury, flill he would confent 
to his acquittal, in order that the other prifoners, if they thought 
his evidence could avail them, might make ufe of him asa wit 
nefs in their behalf. 

The evidence for the profecution being clofed, 

Lord Ellenborough, in the moft handfome terms, commended 
the candour of the attorney -general. 

Accordingly a verditt of acquittal, as to John Doyle, was re. 
corded, and he was difcharged; but the prifoner’s counfel did 
not think proper to appeal to his evidence. 

Mr. Jekyll rofe and addreffed the jury on behalf of the pti- 
foners, ina fpeech of confiderable length, and remarkable for 
its ftyle, energy, and eloquence. He commenced by obferving, 
that it was his duty to addrefs the jury on behalf of the twelve 
unfortunate men at the bar, for whom he was counfel, ata period 
of the night when both body and mind were overcome with fe 
tigue and attention. He adverted to the difficulties he had to 
encounter, as counfel for twelve men accufed of fo great a 
crime. It was a crime ftriking at the very fountain head of 
fovereign power, and involving in it the deftru€ion of one not 
only endeared to us by the facred fun&ion he filled, but by 
his character in every relation of public and private life—one 
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** Had barne his faculties fo meek ; had been 

“* So clear in his great office, that his virtues 

“ Would plead like angels double tongued, againft 
“ The deep damnation of his takers off.” 


He alluded to the ftatute of Edward the Third, by which it 
was required that no man fhould be attainted of high treafon, 
except proveably by men of his own condition; and he eluci- 
dated his remarks upon that ftatute by the commentary and ex- 
pofition of Lord Coke, and the more modern writings of Lord 
Hale and Mr. Juftice Fofter. He contended that the queftion 
forthe jury was ftripped of all legal difcuffion—all difference 
of opinion as to points of Jaw ; and that it was a mere queftion 
of fa&. He then fkated what were the rules of evidence re- 
quired to prove the faét of high treafon, elucidating his remarks 
by appofite quotations from Beccaria on crimes and punifhments, 
and other eminent writers; and by referring to the various pre- 
cedents on fubjeéts of crimina! jurifprudence, at various periods 
prior and fubfequent tothe revolution. He then referred to the 
particular evidence given in this cafe by the wiineffes, infifting 
that it was of too fufpicious a nature to juflify a jury in con- 
demning fuch a number of their fellow-creatures upon a charge 
of fo foul a nature, and which was vifited by punifhment fo 
dreadful. He examined the evidence of each witnefs feparately, 
contending that the teftimony of Windfor and the accom- 
plices was unworthy of the leaft credit. He made many fevere 
remarks upon the charafler of the witneffes, and appealed, in the 
moft earneft manner, to the jury; to difcard their evidence alto- 
gether: and he concluded an elegant harangue, the delivery of 
which occupied near three hours, trufting that the jury would, 
by their verdiét, reftore the prifoners to their families. 

A great number ot witneffes were then called for the purpofe 
of giving characters to the different prifoners, who ftated them 
tobe all men of fober and indulkious habits, &c. but none of 
them fpoke to any knowledge of the political fentiments of 
any of the prifoners, never having heard them fay any thing 
upon politics, 

Mr. Hovel! {poke in behalf of the prifoners after the evidence 
was cloled. 

The attorney-general made an able reply to the {peech of Mr. 
Jekyll, and anfwered all the obfervations which were made by 
him. He maintained that all the evidence was on one fide, 
namely, for the profecution, As tothe charatter of witneffes, 
there was more advantage to the prifoner inthe cafe of high 
treafon than any other, even in the cafe of an accomplice being 
examined as a witnefs, becaufe the prifoner had the name and 
addition of every witnefs to be examined againft him given in, 
anumber of days before his trial, by which, if there was any 
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defe& in the charaéter of the witneffes, the prifoner had time to 
examine into the matter, and to bring forward any thing tha 
might diminifh the credit of a witnels, an advantage which 
prifoner never had in the cafe of a common felony ; fo, in this 
cafe, if any of the witneffes for the crown were thofe defpicable 
charaéters they were ftated to be, there had been abundant time 
to attack their charaéter by the evidence of others, if their cha 
racters were vulnerable. ‘That with regard to government having 
difcharged fifteen out of the thirty who were apprehended at 
the Oakley Arms, and who were fuppofed to be as guilty as the 
prifoners, and who, it was contended, ought to have been exa. 
mined by the crown as witneffes, he had only to fay, if they had 
been called as witneffes for the crown, they would have been 
called accomplices; but if the prifoners thought they could 
prove any thing material to their defence, they would have been 
excellent witneffes for them. That government had not pre 
vented their being witneffes for the prifoners, by including them 
in the charges now before the court; and if they had therein 
erred, it was an error that could not be faid to be a hardhip on 
the prifoners. He depreciated the idea of giving way to the 
appeals which had been made to the humanity of the jury, by 
repeatedly reminding them that there were as many lives to be 
difpofed of in this cafe, as there were empowered to pronounce 
their doom. He held this to bea principle much too dangerous 
to be attended to. He lamented as much as his learned friend, 
Mr. Jekyll, could lament, that twelve of his fellow-creatures 
fhould be now upon their trial for one offence; but that was 
their own fault, and not his. There was no calculating the dan- 
ger to which this country would be expofed, if it were once un- 
derftood that government were never to bring forward more than 
five or fix perfons in any one confpiracy againft the ftate. The 
effect of that might be, that men difpofed to mifchief might be 
led to think that if they were five or fix thoufand in number, 
and only one out of athoufand of them was to fall, the rifk to 
each individual was fo trifling that it did not deter them. That 
was not the courfe to be taken; the public and the government 
muft be fecured under the admuiniftration of the law, whatever 
the facrifice might be which the guilt of particular individuals 
might render neceffary. The attorney-general then proceeded 
to contend, that with the exception of a few prifoners, whofe 
fhades of guilt were different, the prifoners muft be found guilty 
as a facrilice that was demanded by juftice. 

Lord Ellenborough then went over the whole of the evidence 
correétly, and many able comments on the various parts of it, 
and diflinguifhing the cafes of Phillips and Smith from the ref, 
as not being fo decifively made out in point of intention as the 
relt. Hus lordthip alfo went over the points of law as they had 
been flaeed at the bar on the fubje& of the evidence of accom 
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plices and fpies, &c. in like manner as he did on the former trial 
of Colonel Defpard. 

The jury retired, and deliberated till eight o’clock, when they 
appeared in court, and returned the following verdié : 

John Wood—Guilty. 
Thomas Broughton—Guilty. 
John Francis—Guilty. 
Thomas Newman—Guilty, recommended to mercy. 
Daniel Tyndall—Guilty, recommended to mercy. 
ames Sedgewick Ratten—Guilty. 
Villiam Lander—Guilty, recommended to mercy. 
Arthur Graham——Guilty. 
Samuel Smith—Not Guilty. 
John M’Namara—Guilty. 
Thomas Phillips—Not Guilty. 

Colonel Defpard was then brought into court, and placed at 
the bar. 

Mr. Knapp, feverally addreffling the prifoners, faid, “* You 
have been indiéted for confpiring, compafling, imagining, and 
intending to bring and put our lord the king to death, to which 
indiftment you have pleaded not guilty ; and have put your- 
felves upon your country, which country has pronounced againft 
you--What have you to fay why the court fhould not give 
judgment againft you, and each of you to die, according to 
law ?”” 

Colonel Defpard. “ I have only to fay, that the charge 
brought againft me is one which I could not have the moft dif- 
tant idea of; and fince my conviétion I have had no oppor- 
tunity, from my attorney having been engaged, of bringing for- 
ward any evidence to refute it. I have now nuthing further to 
fay, than what I faid at firft—that I am not guilty.” 

Lord Ellenborough then pronounced fentence of death on the 
conviéts, and addreffed them in a very impreflive fpeech, of 
which we have endeavoured to give the fub{tance as follows : 

“ Edward Marcus Defpard, John Wood, Thomas Broughton, 
John Francis, Thomas Newman, Daniel Tyndall, James Sedg- 
wick Ratten, Arthur Graham, and John Macnamara, after a 
long and, I truft, a very impartial trial, you have been feverally 
conviéted of high treafon. Inthe courfe of the evidence which 
has been laid before the court, a treafonable confpiracy has been 
difclofed, of enormous extent and alarming magnitude. The 
objeft of that confpiracy, in which you have borne your feveral 
very aétive and criminal parts, has been to overthrow the 
fundamental laws and eftablifhed government of your coun- 
try, to feize upon and deftroy the facred perfon of our revered 
and juftly -beloved fovereign, and to murder and deflroy the va- 
rious members of his royal houfe, and annihilate thofe branches 
of the legiflature of this realm, and which fome of you have 

Vol. 41, 3A chofen, 
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chofen, in bold and defperate language, to defcribe at your 
mectings as a den of thieves, and thereby to fuperfede the legi. 
timate government, which you have chofen to de[fcribe in terms 
equally reviling and unjuft, as a fyftem of arbitrary rule, and 
inftead of the ancient limited monarchy of this realm, its effa. 
blifhed and wholefome laws, its approved inftitutions, its civyj] 
and uniform gradations of rank, its natural and defirable ip. 
equality, to fubflitute a wild fcheme of impraéticable equali. 
zation of civil, political, and religious rights, holding out a 
vain and delufive promife of an ample provifion for the fami. 
lies of the. heroes, falfely fo called, who fhould fall in the con. 
teft : a fcheme equally calculated to produce the mifery of thofe 
who ftruggled for its adoption, as of thofe who were to have 
been as viétims. 

*“* This plan‘has been flated to have been carried into execu. 
tion by the feduction of unwary and ignorant foldiers from their 
duty, and by attempts to enfnare their confciences by the ad. 
miniftration of illegal and impious oaths ; that this might ope. 
rate on the more needy and unprincipled perfons of the lower 
ranks and clafles of the community, and induce a more ready 
affociation in your criminal confederacy, it was (1 hope falfely) 
declared, that the country was ripe for the attack, and that the 
people in all its great and populous towns were ready to join 
it, and were anxious for that change which it was its objeé to 
effe&t. It appears too, that by a pretended executive authority 
exercifed by fome among you, the diftribution and direétion of 
the refources of the confederacy and the fupply of ammunition, 
arms, and military ftores, were held out as the means of aflif- 
tance, and the encouragement and pledge of fupport. It is, 
however, wifely ordained by divine providence, for the fecurity 
and happinefs of mankind, that the rafhnefs of fuch counfels 
is ever deiftined to defeat their malignity ; and that the wicked. 
nels of the contrivers falls on their own heads, afford the means 
of timely efcape and fecurity to its intended victims. The 
leagues and unions, which conflitute the means of fuch allo- 
ciates, are always treacherous. We uniformly find they begin 
in treafon to the fovereign, and end, if they do not alfo begin, 
in treachery towards thofe individuals whocompofe them. The 
danger to the public, which is threatened by their machinations, 
is redeemed, and its effects prevented, by the criminal motives 
operating on the fame claifes of delinquents. It has thus hap- 
pened inthe prefent inflance: that your crimes have, in patt, 
been fruftrated by the operation of the fame inftruments by 
which they were intended to have been forwarded, and had 
nearly been matured to their ultimate accomplifhment. It be 
heves all thofe whole-deftruétion was doomed to have taken 
place in the fuccefsful event of this confpiracy, and who were 
the ebjetts of profcription by thofe whofe fentiments - 
truit, 
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truft, the fentiments of but a very {mall portion of the people 
of the Britifh empire, to render thanks to God for having 
hitherto defeated it. As to you, the contrivers of this dan- 
gerous but abortive treafon, it remains for me'only to perform 
the laff but painful part of my official duty. As to you, Ed- 
ward Marcus Defpard, born to better hopes, and formed by 
providence for better ends and purpofes, and accuftomed as you 
have heretofore been to better habits of life and manners and 
(purfuing, as you once did, as we have heard from your Wite 
nefles, together with the virtuous and diitinguifhed companions 
of your former life and fervice, during a long period, a Jauda- 
ble courfe of laudable ambition) I will not at this painful mo- 
ment point out how much all thefe confiderations are loft in the 
degrading and ignominious fellowfhip in which you now fland, 
or aggravate your crimes, fharpened and embittered as I know 
they muft be by the fulnefs of your prefent fufferings! I en- 
treat you, by the memory of what you once were, to ufe your 
ardent endeavours, during the fhort period of your remaining 
life, to fubdue that callous heart, of which, in a fatal moment, 
you once boafted, andtoregain that falutary difpofition and affec- 
tion you once had, and by which you may work your falvation 
—which, thank God! is yet attainable, by effectual penitence 
and availing prayer! : 

““Asto you John Wood, you Thomas Broughton, you John 
Francis, you James Sedgewick Ratten, you Arthur Graham, 
you Thomas Newman, you Daniel Tyndall, you William Lan- 
der, and you John M Namara, the fad viétims of his feduétion 
and example, and of your own wicked and difloyal purpofes— 
you have afforded a melancholy, but I hope inftruétive exam- 
ple, to all perfons of the fame clafs and condition with your- 
felves, to deter them, by the calamitous confequences which 
await your crimes, from engaging in the fame counfels which 
have led you to this ignominious and untimely end. May they, 
from your fatal example, learn the humble, but fecure bleflings 
of induftrious and quiet life! all which you have, in an evil hour 
caft away from you, and may they, by fo doing, increafe the 
flock of public happinefs and fecurity! The fame recommen- 
dation I have offered to the Jeader of your crimes, and the com- 
panion of your prefent fufferings, as to the remainder of your 
exiftence in this world, I again repeat, and earneftly recommend 
to every one of you: and may you, by your penitence and ear- 
neft prayers obtain for you all, that mercy which a due and ne- 
ceffary regard to the fafety and intereft of your fellow-men 
may not allow you here! It only remains for me to pafs the 
dreadful fentence of the law.” His lordfhip then paffed the 
ufual judgment for high treafon. 

Colonel Defpard. “‘ Your lordthip will allow me to fay one 
ortwo words. Your lordfhip has imputed to me the charaéter 
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of being the feducer of thefe men. I did not fee that any thing 
of the kind appeared on the trial from any part of the eyj. 
dence.” 

Tyndall.—* I am fatisfied with Mr. Jekyll’s exertions, and 
I humbly thank him for them.” 

M‘Namara—“ My Lord, I beg to fpeak. Iam now under 
fentence of death, and am foon to quit this world; but may 
ae never receive me, if I ever fpoke to the witnefs Wind. 
or!”? 

The court immediately diffolved. 

(To be continued. ) 





Anecdotes of the prefent Emperor of Ruffia, Alexander I, 


USTICE and clemency are in all cafes the faireft and firmett 

pillars of the throne; and the prince, who, like Alexander 
the Firft, ats uniformly upon this principle, may reft fecurely 
vpon the affeétions of his people. 

The fhort period of his adminiftration has been diftinguithed 
already by the nobleft aétions; as a proof of which we have 
enly to perufe his excellent edi&ts, which are fo full of huma. 
nity, affability, clemency, and juftice; and efpecially his ordi. 
nance by which he has granted an unlimited freedom from in- 
formers and f{pies. 

Let his imperial letter be attentively perufed, which he wrote 
lately to one of his grandees, and which is one of the fairef 
jewels of his crown. In what humane and paternal language 
does he there exprefs himfelf on the degradation and flavilh mi- 
fery under which the Ruffian peafantry for the moft part groan! 
He detefts the idea of human creatures being bought and fold 
in the manner of cattle; and is engaged ferioufly in making 
fuch arrangements as may fet bounds to fuch abufes for the 
future. 

To himfelf, befides the occupation of government, he allows 
fo few pleafures or amufements, that the emperor might be 
taken for a private perfon. Of the fimpleft appearance, and 
generally clad in the ftriGeft fltile of military uniform, he is 
{een almoft every day on the parade, and receives the petitions 
of fuppliants himfelf, or gives orders to his adjutant for ‘that 
purpofe. With the greateft affability, and a pleafing {mile, he 
falutes every one that comes in his way, and gives audience to 
each of then himfelf. He then takes an airing on horfeback, 
attended only by a fingle fervant; and when he meets with any 
of thofe perfons whom he formerly knew when grand-duke, he 
enters immediately into familiar converfation, and talks of pat 
circumitances in the moft engaging manner. Even thofe who 
are entire ilrangers to him, however difagreeable their — 
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of converfation, and at times highly improper and impertinent, 
are frequently heard by him with the utmoft compofure, of 
which the following is a ftriking example. 

On a review day, at the very moment when the emperor had 
given the word of command, and the: guard on the parade was 
jut on the point of paying him the ufual military honours, a 
tellow approached him with ragged garments, with his hair in 
diforder, and a look of wildnefs, and gave him a flap on the 
fhoulder. The monarch, who was ftanding at that time with his 
face oppofite to the military front, turned round immediately, 
and, beholding the ragamuffin, ftarted at the fight; and then 
akked him, with a look of altonifhment, what he wanted? “* I 
have fomething to fay to you, Alexander Paulowitz” anfwered 
the ftranger in the Ruffian language. “* Say on then,” faid the 
emperor, with a fmile of encouragement, and laying his hands 
on the vagabond’s fhoulders. A long paufe followed: the mi- 
jitary guard ftood ftill; and nobody ventured by word or mo- 
tion to difturb the emperor in this fingular interview. The 
Grand-duke Conftantine alone, whofe attention had been excited 
by this unufual floppage, advanced fomewhat nearer to his bros 
ther. The ftranger now related that he had been a captain in 
the Ruflian fervice, and had been prefent at the campaigns both 
in Italy and Switzerland; but that he had been perfecuted by 
his commanding officer, and fo mifreprefented to Suwarrow, 
that the latter had turned him out of the army. Without mo- 
ney, and without friends, in a foreign country, he had afterwards 
ferved as a private foldier in the Ruffian army ; and being much 
wounded and mangled at Zurich (and he here pulled his rags 
afunder, and fhewed feveral gun-fhot wounds), he had clofed his 
campaign in a French prifon. He had now begged all the way 
to Peterfburgh, to apply to the emperor himfelf for juftice, and 
to beg him to enquire into the reafon of fuch a fhameful degra- 
dation from his poft. 

The emperor heard him to the end with patience; and then 
aked, in a fignificant tone, “ if there was no exaggeration in 
the ftory he had told ?” 

“ Let me die under the knout (faid the officer), if I fhall be 
found to have uttered one word of falfehood!”’ 

The emperor then beckoned to his brother, and charged him 
to conduét the ftranger to the palace, while he turned about to 
the expecting crowd. The commanding officer, who had be- 
haved fo fhametully, though of a good family, and a prince in 
rank, was reprimanded very feverely ; while the brave warrior, 
whom he had unjuftly perfecuted, was reinftated in his former 
polt, and had befides a confiderable prefent from the emperor. 

Every thing that favours of harfhnefs or cruelty is abhorrent 
to the temper of this amiable monarch: as an evidence ot 
waich we need only mention the well-known flory of the tor. 
ture, 
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ture infliéted on a poor Ruffian, who had fallen under the fufpi. 
cion of wilfully fetting fire to buildings. 

No fooner was the good-natured emperor informed that this 
poor wretch had, upon mere f{ufpicion, been put to the rack in 
the moft inhuman manner; that he had given up the ghof in 
the midft of torments, and afferted his. innocence with his laf 
breath, than he fent immediately an officer to Cafan, in ordet to 
inveltigate the matter to the bottom; and publifhed at the fame 
time that remarkable ediét, in confequence of which the term 
torture is for ever blotted out from the legal language of Rufha, 





On the Literature and Arts of the Ceylonefe. 





(From Percival’s Hiftory of Ceylon. } 


HE learning of the Ceylonefe confifts chiefly in fome pre. 
tended {kill in aftrology. It appears indeed that they were 
formerly pofleffed of fome literature, as well as of fome refine. 
ment in the arts. At Adam’s Peak, their principal place of 
worfhip, and in the ruins of fome of their temples, certain 
infcriptions have been difcovered which they are now unable to 
decypher. The Datch repeatedly fent fome of the moft inge. 
nious Malabars, as well as perfons from the various continental 
tribes, to examine thefe infcriptions; but although they were 
accompanied by the natives, and aflifted by all their traditions, 
no interptetation could be effeéted. In the neighbourhood of 
Sittivacea, I had an opportunity to fee feveral of thefe infcrip- 
tions among the ruins of a pagoda. 

To read and write are’ no ordinary accomplifhments among 
the natives of Ceylon. Thefe arts are among the Candians 
chiefly confined to the learned men of the fe& called Gonies, 
who are retained by the king to execute the writings of flate, 
and thofe which refpe& religious affairs. The Arabic is the cha- 
ratter which they employ on thefe occafions, 

For writing, as they do not underftand the art of making 
paper,they employ the leaf of the talipot tree. From thele 
jeaves, which are of an immentfe fize, they cut out flips, from 
a foot to a foot and a half long, and about a couple of inches 
broad. Thele flips are {moothed, and ail excrefcences pared of 
with a knife, and are then, without any other preparation, ready 
to be ufed. A fine-pointed fleel pencil, like a bodkin, and fet 
in a wooden or ivory handle, ornamented according to the tafe 
of the owner, is employed to write or rather engrave their let 
ters or characters on thefe talipot flips, which are very thick and 
tough. 

In order to render the charaéters more vifibieand diftind, they 
rub them over with oil mixed with charcoal reduced to roe 
an 
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and this has the effe& alfo of rendering them fo permanent, that 
they can never be effaced. When one flip is not fufficient to 
contain all that they intend to write on any particular fubje&, 
they flring feveral together by a piece of twine paffed through 
them, and attach them to a board in the fame way as we file 
newS-papers. 

Palm leaves are fometimes employed for the fame purpofe, 
but thofe of the talipot, both from their breadth and thicknefs, 
are preferred. Few of the natives, and thofe only of the higher 
order who have much connexion and long accounts to keep 
with the Europeans, employ any other materials in writing than 
thofe which I have juft-defcribed. There is alfo a fort of paper, 
made of the bark of a tree, fometimes ufed. 

I have feen many of thofe talipot books or files, called by 
the natives odzoes, richly ornamented and bound in thin lac. 
quered boards of ivory, or even filver and gold: they are parti- 
culariy dextrous and accurate in their mode of writing. Ia 
thofe letters or difpatches which were fent by the king to the 
Dutch government, the monarch feemed particularly anxious 
todifplay his magnificence in the richnefs and f{plendour with 
which they were executed. The writing was enclofed in leaves 
of beaten gold in the fhape of a cocoa-tree leaf. This was 
rolled up in a Cover richly ornamented,and almoft hid in a pro 
fulion of pearls and other precious ftones. The whole was 
enclofed in a box of filver or ivory, which was fealed with the 
paperar's great feal. ‘The fame f{plendour has been obferved in 
the letters fent to our governor fince we have had poifeflion of 
the ifland. 

The progrefs of the Cey lone fe in the other arts of life is pro 
pottionate to their literature. ‘Their agriculture -is in the rudett 
ae; and perhaps there is no other. part of India where the 
lands are cultivated with more negligence. The Ceylonefe are 
naturally, like other tribes who inhabit a mountainous. country, 
and have been accuftomed to the habits of a pattoral life, indo- 
lent in the extreme. Their foil, where it can be watered, yields 
them a fuflicient quantity of rice to maintain their exiftence, 
and this feems almoft as much as they defire. 

The example of the Europeans in the cultivation of the cin- 
tamon, has not yet awakened a fpirit of emulation among the 
natives, nor has any improvement of their rude agricultural in- 
fruments been as yet introduced. Their plough confifts merely 
of a crooked piece of wood, thaped in fuch a manner that the 
one end ferves for a handle, while the other which is fhod with 
ron to prevent the wood from wearing, ploughs, or rather tears 
up the ground. This very rude inflrument, however, ferves 
their purpofe, as it is not required to make regular furrows, but 
merel y to loofen the earth fo as to allow the water with which 

hey twundate it to drench it compleely. After a firit plough- 
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ing with this inQrument the fields are flooded ; and after they have 
lain fome time under water, it is let off, and they are ploughed 
anew. The water, befides nourifhing the rice, ferves the pur. 
pofe of rotting the weeds. 

The only good trait in their hufbandry is the care with which 
they guard againft weeds: this indeed cofts them little labour 
where they have an. opportunity of flooding the grounds. The 
other tools they employ in agriculture are a board for {moothing 
their fields, which they drag over them edgewife with their oxen; 
and a piece of board faftened to the end of a long pole, whi ch 
ferves them in place of rakes. 

When the feafon for ploughing arrives, each village makes it 
acommon concern, and every one attends with his plouga and 
his oxen till the whole of the fields belonging to that fociety be 
finifhed. The fame method is followed in reaping the corn; 
and both the feed-time and harveft become in this manner the 
feafons of general induftry and good fellowfhip. Each perfon 
of the fociety affords provifions to the whole during the time 
they are cultivating the fields. The women are not employed 
in either of thefe laborious operations ; their bufinefs is to ga. 
ther the corn after the reapers, and affift in faving it. 

Oxen are employed both in ploughing and in treading out the 
corn. This method of feparating the rice from the ftraw, is in 
reality much more expeditious than our method of threfhing out 
corn; aud as it is alfo attended with much lefs labour, a confi. 
deration always of the higheft importance to a Ceylonefe, itis 
probable that the praftice will be continued. For unhuthing 
their rice, the mode they employ is to beat it in a mortar, or 
more frequently on a hard floor; or if the rice be of a britle 
fort, and likely to break in pieces, they boil it previous to beat. 
ing it out. Water is the only manure which they think re. 
quifite. 





An ANECDOTE. 


HEN General V. was quartered in a {mal] town in Ire. 

land, he and his lady were regularly befieged, whenever 

they got into their carriage, by an old beggar-woman, who kept 
her poft at the door, alfailing them daily with frefh importun- 
ties and frefh tales of diftrefs. At laft the lady’s charity,and 
the general’s patience, were nearly exhaufled, but their peti« 
tioner's wit was ftill inits priftine vigour. One morning, at the 
accuftomed hour, when the Jady was getting into her carriage, 
the old woman began—* Agh! my lady; fuccefsto your cp 
fhip, and fuccefs to your honour’s honour, this morning, of all 
days in the year: for fure didn’t I dream laft night, that her lady- 
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fhip gave me a pound of ¢a,and that your honour gave mea 
pound of tobacco - 

“ But, my good woman,” faid the general,“ do not you 
know, that dreams always go by the rule of contrary ?” 

“ Do they fo, pleafe your honour,” rejoined the old woman. 
“Then it muft be your honour that will give me the éa, and 
her lady fhip that will gtve me the tobacco.” 

The general being of Sterne’s opinion, that a bon-mot is always 
worth fomething, even more than a pinch of {nuff, gave the in- 
genious dreamer the value of her dream. 

















BISHOPS IN HEAVEN. 


T the confecration of a cardinal there were a great number 

of bifhops fitting in an ampitheatre under the dome of the 
Sorbonne, where the ceremony was performed: when a lady 
prefent, f{urprized and delighted with the fpeétacle, exclaimed— 
“ What a fine fight is this, to fee all thefe bifhops fitting in fuch 
order! Methinks I am in Heaven!” “ In Heaven!” replied 
agentleman who fat next her: why, Madam, there are not, in 
Heaven, half fo many bifhops as you fee here.” 





The VALET REPROVED. 


Te country houfe of a certain prelate was fome years fince 
honoured by the arrival of a nobleman and his gentleman. 
The eftablifhment of the bifhop was refpeétable, but yet fimple, 
and confiltent with his charaéter. The nobleman was ufhered 
intothe drawing-room, and every thing had gone on as ufual, 
until, juft before the dinner hour, the worthy prelate was called 
out by a domeftic, who intormed him that the whole family was 
in confufion, “* for my lord’s gentleman had declared, with re- 
peated oaths, he could not dine with fervants in livery.” The 
bifhop requefted to fee him; and he accordingly defcended from 
the garret, where he had taken fhelter,tothe hall. “* lam very 
forry, Sir, that my houfhold is arranged in fuch a manner, as to 
make it impollible for you to take fome refrefhment; you have 
come aconfiderable diftance to day, and muft be fatigued. I 
really, Sir, hardly know how to aét in this difficulty ; but this I 
can do: my wite, I am certain, has no objeftion to your dining 
with us,if your mafter has not. I will, therefore, go and con- 
fult him firft, and inform you of the refult.”” The poor gentleman 
was all in a tremour; his conceit inftantly difappeared ; he 
humbly requefted the bifhop not to fpeak to his mafler: and at 
length, though with rather a wry face, and fome contortions of 
body, he condefcended to fit down with the ether domettics. 

Vol. 4s, 3B Anfwer, 












































418 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Anfwer, by Juvenis, to his own Enigma, inferted November 22, the one inferted 
March 21 being erroneous. 


| hy every plant, in every herb we find, 

Much good inftru@tion for th’ youthful mind ; 
The fair CONVOLVULUS great truth difplays, 
Drooping at even with the folar rays: 

So man, bereft of God’s all-potent {way, 

To guilefual paflion finks an eafy prey, 

And like the leaves in autumn fades away. 





Anfwer, by Edgar Moon, of Wells, to 7. Lewis’s Rebus, inferted February 28 
-— winter’s rudeft reign is fled, 


Sweet {pring refumes her {way ; 
The CROCUS rears his golden at, 


And nature’s works look gay. 


(<P We have received the like anfwer from ]. B. Bloomfield, T. Adey, 
Amicus, and J. Whittle, of Poole; J. Tremlett,G. W. and S. L. Margary, 
of Newton Abbot; R. Maffett, of Saltafh; J. O. Zillwood, and Reginald of 
Dorchefler; R. Holwell, W. Strong, J. Squance, and H, Humphreys, of 
Exeter; W.C. of Broadhempfton; W. Gilford, of South Petherton; An. 
gelina, of Linkinhorne; T. Bullock, of St. Columb; and J. Harms, of 
Kingfleington, 





Anfwer, by J. Chubb, of Everfhot, to J. Squance’s Charade, inferted February 2. 
OUR whole brings HOLY-LAND to view, 


A place where wars have been its truc. 


*.* We have received the like anfwer from J]. Whittle, of Upway; J.A. 
Seldown ; J. Tremlett, and S. L. Margary, of Newton Abbot; R. Maffett, 
of Saltath; J O. Zillwood, and Reginald, of Dorchefter; P. Gove, Henry 
Humphreys, W. Strong, R. H. and T. Whicker, of Exeter; Eleanor, of 
Plymouth Dock; |. Lewis, J. B. Bloomfield, and Thomas Adey, of Poole; 
W.C. of Broadhempfton; W. Gifford, of South Petherton; T. Bullock, of 
St. Columb ; and J. Harris, of KingReington. 


— —— aaa 
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An ANAGRAM, by E. Moon, of Wells. 


) ig you tranfpofe what flaves would be, 
A failor’s phrafe you’ll plainly fee. 





A CHARADE, by 7. Squance, of Exeter. 


} ARK! the fkylark hails the morning 
With its fweet and rapturous lay; 
See the {pring again returning, 
Natarein my firft looks gay. 


And to view it oft I’m walking, 
Thro’ my next to take the ar, 

Where with joy the fwainsare talking, 
As they trip che gay parterre. 

Bards! while on my whole you're mufing, 
*T will reveal a poet’s name, 

W hofe works but read, you'll find diffufing 
Clorious wreaths of endlefs fame, 


9 POETRY, 
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EPILOGUE to the NEW COMEDY of JOHN BULL, 
Sung by Mr. JOHNSTONE: 


c CE ae fpeaking to me is quite new, 

Pray, allow me the help of a fiddle or two 

I’m as ftrange to this job as the man in the moon; 

ut I think, if I fing, I fhall fpeak to fome tune. 
Tol de rol, &c. 


Now touching this comedy, critics may fay, 

*Tis a trumpery, Bartlemy-fair kind of play. 

It fmells, faith, ‘of Smithfield, we all muft allow, 
For its all about Bull, and the fcene’s the Red Cow. 


Yet not without moral the author indites, 

For he points to the bleffings of Englifhmen? s rights. 
Let a duke wrong a brazier—the barrifters all 

Know that brafs can do wonders in Weftminfter Hall. 


But was ever atale fo improbably told, 

As Peregrine fwimming with huge lumps of gold? 
Should a man who finks cafh, with cath try to fwim, 
For a pound to a fhilling his cath will fink him. 


Let us find fome excufe for this flrange overfight, 

Let’s fuppofe that his guineas were moft of them light; 
Nay, the guineas for grappling the fhore, he might thank, 
’Tis amazing of late how they flick in the bank. 


One circumftance keeps probability’s law, 

A beautiful female commits a faux pas— 

That’s nature—but critics, who don’t praife in hafte, 
Will certainly not call the incident chafte. 


Now in art, if not nature, Tom Shuffleton’s found ; 

He’s one of thofe puppies who better were drown’d: 

OF the worft Bond-ftreet litter, fuch whelps none admire; 
Chuck ’em all in the Thames—they won’t fet it on fire. 


Now I’ve touch’d on the principal points of the play, 
Shall it run a few nights, or to night run away ? 

Your votes, friends and critics, we now reft upon ; 

The ayes have it, I chink, tho’ it mayn’t be nem. con. 


O! Mr. Dennis Brulgruddery lives with his dear ; 
They’re in Nile, and agree juft like thunder and beer. 
An andi blunders are pretty well hack’d ; 

But how charmingly, fure, Mr. Johnftone did a@! 


Then fuccefs to John Bull—let this toaft be his pride, 
Blefs the king of Jobn Bull, and John Bull’s firefide. 
At John Bull’ s firefide fhould a foe dare to frown, 
May John ne’er want a poker to knock the foe down. 


































ODE t# MUSIC. 
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HOU lovely maid, whofe captivating fong 
Allures the foul thro’ mazes of delight, 
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To join the chorus of the elfinthrong, 

That {weep with trembling notes the dews of night; 
And whofe infpiring voice, and martial ftrain, 
Impels the warrior dauntlefs o’er the plaia. 


i) 


Now, while the twilight gently tades away, 

O! come, divine enchantre{s, to my bower; 
Awake thy lute to fome {weet plaintive lay, 

And o’er my heart diffufe thy foothing power; 
For thou canft harmonize the troubled breaft, 
And every tone difcordant lull to reft. 


Again thole tender notes O let me hear ! - 
That Laura wak’d from many atuneful ftring ; 

Her charming voice ftill vibrates on my ear, 
While fancy fondly lifts to hear her fing. 

O come! and let thofe founds fo foft, fo {weet, 

Dance on the zephyr reund this calm retreat. si 


O! heaven-born mufic! love-infpiring maid! 
To thee what various magic powers belong! 
Early to thee my heart its homage paid, 
Enamour’d of thy fweet enchanting fong ; 
And {till enraptur’d with thy charms, I raile, 
In artlefs ftrains, a tribute to thy praife. 


Whene’er I join the focial mirthful train, 
May thy {weet {miles enliven every heart ; ; 
And when I figh, opprefs’d by grief or pain, 





O then may Laura fome foft notes impart! or 
Her lovely voice would foothe my mind to reft, oN 
Tho’ forrow’s dart were rankling in my breaft. fo 
TERPE, 
pe 
y i a —_ de 
On th HUMAN VOICE, be 
from Feltham’s Popular View of the Struéture and Economy of the Humaa to 
Body. | Ww 
he 
HE human voice, melodious, {weet, and clear, T 
Pours matchlefs mufic on the raptur’d ear; 

No feather’d minfirels, from their vocal {pray, m 
Can emulate its heaven-inftrugted lay ; e) 
No magic founds of inftruments combin’d, A 
Can wake like thefe the rapturesot the mind! d 
The force of rage fubdue with foft controul, 
Or fill with tendereft extacy the foul. dr 
O facred fenfe ! by verbal accents taught, ti 
To wake to tuneful life unbodied thought ; ; 
Thy pow’rs that now their peerlefs charms beftow, he 
No lafling paufe, no final change fhall know! In 
Thofe founds which art infpires muft difappear, m 

And huth’d to filence die upon the ear! 
While thou the pow’r of death fhall brave, q 
To Heav’n’s high manfions take thy defin’d flight, ay 
And form the chorus of the faints in light! th 
pnscigsietitisnnctaduisentilliai a of 
The HAPPY CHRISTENING. ft 
ju 
Te weds—and four months barely pafs’d o’er his head, w 

When bis fpoufe (God be thank’d!) of a boy’s brought to bed. 


“© Now what fhall we call him, my dear!” faid his wife, ; 
«* Let me think,” anfwered Tom.—‘* Call him Courisen, my life. 
‘© For he’s travell’d a journey of nine montis or more, 

** Lo my joy and delight, in the fhort {pace of four!” 





